
CITY OF BAY VILLAGE 

 
Council Minutes, Regular Meeting                      October 3, 2016  

Council Chambers 8:00 p.m.             

  

Paul A. Koomar, President of Council, presiding 

 

Present:           Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Mayor Ebert  

 

Also Present:  Finance Director Mahoney, Recreation Director Enovitch, Community Services 

Director Selig, Police Chief Spaetzel, Fire Chief Lyons, Chief Building Official Jeff Grassi, 

SAFEbuilt, Inc. 

 

AUDIENCE 

 

The following audience members signed in this evening: Warren Remein, Claire Banasiak, Jeff 

Gallatin, Lydia DeGeorge, Tara Wendell, Dick Majewski, Jerrie Barnett 

                          

Mr. Koomar called the Regular Meeting of Council to order at 8:00 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers of Bay Village City Hall, with roll call and the Pledge of Allegiance led by 

Councilman-at-large Dwight Clark. 

 

Following the roll call, Mr. Koomar called for a reading of the Minutes of the Special Meeting of 

Council held September 26, 2016.  Mr. Clark MOVED to dispense with the reading and accept 

the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held September 26, 2016 as prepared and 

distributed. Motion carried 7-0.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Ebert performed the Ceremonial Oath of Office for the following newest members of the 

Bay Village Police Department: 

 

Police Officer Scott Chase 

Officer Chase is a 2016 graduate of Mt. Union College, majoring in Criminal Justice, played 

baseball, and is also a 2004 graduate of St. Ignatius High School.  His father is a firefighter for 

the City of North Ridgeville, and his mother is a nurse at the Cleveland Clinic.  On August 29, 

2016, Officer Chase started at the Lorain Community College Police Academy and will graduate 

in late January or early February of 2017. 

 

Police Officer Nicholas Yodice 

Officer Yodice is thirty-five years old and was a police officer for nine years with the 

Reminderville, Ohio Police Department.  Officer Yodice has a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal 

Justice from Ohio Northern University.  His wife, Allison, is a pharmacist at the CVS Drug Store 

in Avon.  Officer Yodice and his wife, Allison have two children.  Officer Yodice is currently in 

the Bay Village Police Department Field Training Program and should be completed with the 

program by December of 2016. 
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Police Dispatcher Courtney Hengartner 

Mrs. Hengartner is twenty-nine years old, and was a Police Dispatcher for the Lorain Police 

Department for 4 ½ years.  Mrs. Hengartner is working towards a degree in Criminal Justice and 

Corrections at Lorain Community College.  Courtney is married to Josh, a laborer, and they have 

one child. 

 

Police Dispatcher Kelly Uber 

Kelly Uber is twenty-three years old and has a one-year old son.  Kelly is a 2011 graduate of 

Olmsted Falls High School, where she played softball and was an Athletic Trainer for the 

football team.  Kelly has an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice and a strong passion for her 

chosen career. 

 

Refreshments were served to family members and friends present for this evening’s ceremony. 

 

Mayor Ebert reported that he was sworn in to the office of Mayor this morning by Rocky River 

Municipal Court Judge Donna Congeni Fitzsimmons.  He put together some topics that the 

Council and administration will work on together going forward. 

 

Mayor Ebert stated that it is his intention to be interim Mayor.  He stated that he is not running 

for Mayor.  President of Council Koomar said that he was not sure that he wanted the office, and 

until such time as a successor is appointed, Mr. Ebert agreed to serve.  He did this once before 

when former Mayor Jelepis resigned to take a position with the Board of Elections.  The whole 

purpose is to keep a smooth transition for the administration and City Council. 

 

Ready-Notify – Mayor Ebert wants to make sure the program is utilized fully.  It was used 

recently during a power outage, a water main break, and the closing of Columbia Road for repair 

of the railroad tracks.  It is a way of communicating to the public when something is going to 

affect their way of life.  It is hoped to use it more in the future. 

 

Library – There has been a lot of discussion concerning the library and whether they are going to 

renovate or move to the Lake Erie Science Center area.  Mr. Ebert stated that he would like to 

resurrect those talks because he is not aware there has been a discussion among Council 

concerning that, or public input.  Mr. Ebert would like to see a library built in some location, 

either by the Metroparks, or some other location, rather than spend money on renovation for a 

building on a postage-stamp lot which will limit the use of the library.  The Bay Village Board of 

Education is a great location if they could take over that building and move from the current 

location.  This will need to be pursued in Council in the very near future. 

 

Sunset Area Improvement – Mr. Ebert has arranged to have another meeting with the engineer, 

and has consulted with the former Service Director to get some ideas.  He was here during the 

period of time when other alternatives were presented to Council.  Mr. Ebert would like the 

residents to know the plan to move forward. 
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Bruce/Russell/Douglas Improvements – Mr. Ebert stated that the City may have been a little bit 

premature in some of the initial communication and he would like to re-direct attention to that 

project. 

 

Cleveland Water Department – Mr. Ebert would like to look at and consider hiring a consulting 

engineer for the City of Bay Village situation with the City of Westlake and the Cleveland Water 

Department.  There is a big issue going on as to whether to sign the agreement.  Now that the 

City of Westlake has won the litigation, we at least ought to look at it and see the long range 

plans and long range savings and costs before making a decision. 

 

Council of Governments – Mr. Ebert stated that the Council of Governments is a means to do 

some sharing of equipment and training of some of our safety forces moving forward.  Mr. Ebert 

stated that he attended a meeting a few weeks ago where the FAA was present to conduct a new 

way of routing airplanes.  Cleveland/Detroit is the next one up as far as looking at a model.  

Right now they use a map as a model.  They will use satellites for a more direct route which is 

supposed to save millions of dollars in gasoline and save time on the flights.  However, it is 

important that before any of these changes are made to be cognizant of historical data.  Bay 

Village, Rocky River and Fairview Park had a SAFE committee in the early 1980’s concerning 

decommissioning of the north-south runway at Cleveland Hopkins Airport.  The reason that was 

successful is that it eliminated the amount of air traffic over Fairview Park, Rocky River, and 

Bay Village and the resulting noise factor of low flying planes.  The agreement is still in force 

today and must be maintained.  The new proposal will not take effect until 2018.  This is 

something that will be watched closely so as not to disrupt the agreement that is in force. 

 

Part Time Animal Control Officer – Mr. Ebert has discussed with Council a proposal to hire a 

part time Animal Control Officer, for approximately twenty hours per week.  Mr. Ebert has 

talked to various people and will start the interview process.  He will turn this over to Chief 

Spaetzel for the interviews.  Mr. Ebert thinks this will help moving forward.  Not only would it 

have prevented what had happened, but the officer will be familiar with people who have dogs 

that have issues.  Mr. Ebert stated that he attended a conference this past week, and distributed 

information from the “Best Friends” organization.  It is important to look at the sample 

legislation by the committee for ideas.   

 

Cahoon Memorial Park- The issue concerning the Community House restoration was discussed 

at today’s staff meeting with the hope for members of the administration to apply for grants 

again to resurrect the issue of restoring the Community House, including where the front door 

used to be and ADA accessibility.  Mr. Ebert stated that the only reason he distributed the 

Cahoon Memorial Park historical maps is because he received a call about the skate park and its 

use on Sunday.  He had the maps in a file that were redesigned several years ago when the skate 

park was going in.  There was a lot of discussion with the Bay Village Historical Society and the 

historical area was redesignated.  The maps will serve as a footprint going forward.  This is the 

only purpose; Mr. Ebert stated he is not proposing the library be located in Cahoon Memorial 

Park. 
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Cuyahoga County Executive – Mr. Ebert stated that he has had a discussion with the Cuyahoga 

County Executive and would like to have a joint meeting with the President of Council and 

County Executive Budish to talk about issues we can share as far as the county’s assistance with 

various types of situations.  There were discussions jointly at one point in time about the library 

issue. 

 

Bay Village Board of Education – Mr. Ebert would like to see if there is any inter-action with 

some of the activities of both the City and the Board that could be consolidated.  That used to be 

done years ago and he would like to resurrect some sort of monthly meetings and encourage 

people on Council to research some cost-sharing ideas such as supplies and things of that nature. 

 

Law Department – Mr. Ebert stated they he will avoid a conflict and has on two occasions so far 

where there is an issue with a conflict with the administration he asked another Law Director for 

assistance.  Mr. Ebert has another Law Director writing an opinion now on Board of Zoning 

Appeals matters.  As far as litigation, the Law Department has only two currently.  One with the 

Board of Zoning Appeals which is in appeal with the Court of Appeals, and one concerning a 

Workers Compensation matter. 

 

Service Department – Mr. Thomas has resigned effective October 3, 2016.  Mayor Ebert has 

discussed with Council, and will meet with the Service Department to have the department run 

by committee for a period of time.  They are a very competent group of people in the Service 

Department.  It is not fair to appoint a Service Director when a year-and-a-half from now there 

will be a new Mayor elected, and that person should have the option to appoint who they like.  It 

would be unfair for the person taking the position, knowing that in a year-and-a-half they may be 

gone. 

 

Mayor Ebert stated that he would like to reunite the cohesion of the administration and Council 

moving forward.  He would like to also, as he discussed with Mr. Koomar, try to have only three 

Council meetings per month.  The two required by City Charter and the third would be based on 

the committees of Council meetings.  Mr. Koomar stated that this is something he and the Clerk 

have worked on with a tickler list and he shared the thought with Mr. Ebert from the standpoint 

of scheduling out three months of what is coming up, e.g., the annual insurance contract in the 

spring, or the medical contract.  These things can be discussed ahead of time with open dialogue 

to get a sense of items that need three readings and those that do not that are housekeeping in 

nature.  The hope is to eliminate meeting every single Monday.  Special projects like the Sunset 

neighborhood planning and assessments may require meeting every Monday, but if we can 

consolidate some of those other items this will keep us all fresher and move productive. 

 

Mr. Ebert stated that it is his goal with his historical knowledge on some of the projects to try to 

move these projects going forward which is the reason he is willing to do this position.  He has 

spoken with members of Council and it will be open communication and looking for a team 

approach going forward.  
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REPORTS 

Finance Director Mahoney had no report this evening. 

 

Recreation Director Enovitch reported that this Saturday, October 8, 2016, and Saturday, 

October 15, 2016 tackle football games will be played at the Bay High School Stadium.  This 

week the games start at 11:30 a.m. and play until 4:00 p.m.  On October 15, games will begin at 

10:00 a.m.  Mr. Enovitch encouraged all to support the “Little Rockets.” 

 

Community Services Director Selig had no report this evening. 

 

Fire Chief Lyons reported that the entire Fire Department just finished their recertifications in 

Advanced Cardiac Life Support, a nationally recognized program sponsored by the American 

Heart Association putting the paramedics on the cutting edge of cardiac heart support.  Bay 

Village has always been in the forefront of communities favored for heart attack response.  The 

tradition of saving lives will be maintained as much as possible. 

 

Two officers are attending Fire Officer Training at the present time, and two of the firefighters 

are going through Rope Rescue Training.  At the end of this training, all of the members will 

have received their training in the operations of Rope Rescue. 

 

Emergency Vehicles Operations Training is a safety training that all members of the department 

go through annually.  In November, the fire department members will attend May Day training, 

which is training if a member finds himself in an emergency situation and needs assistance. 

 

The Annual Fire Prevention and Safety Week will be held this month, sponsored by the National 

Fire Protection Association, the week of October 9 through October 15. 

 

Mr. Koomar stated he appreciates the Chief’s willingness to extend the Ready-Notify 

notifications for the benefit of Bay Village residents.  In some instances it has not been used and 

there has been misinformation spread which leads to more questions and confusion.  In this day 

and age of increased awareness by consumers, increasing the output of the Ready-Notify 

notifications will be very much appreciated. 

 

Chief Building Official Jeff Grassi had no report this evening.  Mr. Koomar stated that he did 

receive a comment from a resident that he passed over to Mr. Grassi.  The comment went back to 

the Humiston Road situation when the home was demolished.  Mr. Grassi was asked to research 

the state code regarding asbestos to see if it is adequate to enforce the process of environmental 

protection during demolitions.  Mr. Grassi was asked to report back to Council if the code is 

adequate, and, if not, to inform Council if legislation is needed.  In that case, the matter would be 
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sent to the proper committee for review and recommendation to the Council of the Whole for 

adoption. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

The following communications were received and are on file in the Clerk of Council office for 

public inspection: 

 

Oath of Office – Administered today, October 3, 2016 to Mayor Gary A. Ebert, by Judge Donna 

Congeni Fitzsimmons, Rocky River Municipal Court. 

 

A letter from The Cin-Day Lucky Dawgs, a Cleveland Browns Fan Club located in Mason, Ohio, 

just north of Cincinnati, and issuing an official Proclamation naming Bay Village as their Suburb 

of the Week. 

 

ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY & COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE – Mr. Vincent 

 

Mr. Vincent advised that a meeting of the Environment, Safety and Community Services 

Committee will be held on Monday, October 10, 2016 at the Bay Village City Hall, beginning at 

5:30 p.m. to discuss two important topics: animal control legislation and the Medical Marijuana 

pending legislation.    

 

Mr. Jeff Capretto of the Westshore Enforcement Bureau (WEB) will be asked to participate in 

the portion of the meeting regarding Medical Marijuana. 

 

FINANCE AND CLAIMS- Mr. Clark 

 

Mr. Clark introduced and read Ordinance 16-69 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an 

agreement with Julian and Grube and the Auditor of the State as to auditing services for the City 

of Bay Village for the period January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2017, and declaring an 

emergency, and moved for adoption. 

 

There being no further discussion, Mr. Koomar called for a vote on the motion for adoption of 

Ordinance No. 16-69. 

 

Roll Call on Suspension of the Charter Rules: 

  Yeas- Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent 

  Nays -None 

             Roll Call on Suspension of the Council Rules: 

                        Yeas – Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent 

  Nays – None.  

 Roll Call on Use of the Emergency Clause: 

  Yeas- Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent 

   Nays -None 

 Roll Call on Adoption: 
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Yeas– Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent 

   Nays–None.  

 

Mr. Koomar announced adoption of Ordinance No. 16-69, an emergency measure, by a vote of 

7-0. 

 

Mr. Clark introduced and read Ordinance 16-70 authorizing the Mayor to enter into depository 

contracts with Fifth Third Bank, Huntington National Bank and Key Corporation, for Active and 

Interim Funds, and declaring an emergency, and moved for adoption. 

 

There being no further discussion, Mr. Koomar called for a vote on the motion for adoption of 

Ordinance No. 16-70. 

 

Roll Call on Suspension of the Charter Rules: 

  Yeas- Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark 

  Nays -None 

             Roll Call on Suspension of the Council Rules: 

                        Yeas – Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark 

  Nays – None.  

 Roll Call on Use of the Emergency Clause: 

  Yeas- Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark 

   Nays -None 

 Roll Call on Adoption: 

Yeas– Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent 

   Nays–None. 

                         Abstention – Mr. Clark  

 

Mr. Koomar announced adoption of Ordinance No. 16-70, an emergency measure, by a vote of 

6-0-1 abstention by Mr. Clark. 

 

PLANNING, ZONING & PUBLIC GROUNDS & BUILDINGS COMMITTEE – Mrs. 

Lieske 

 

Mrs. Lieske referred to her report in the Committee Meeting of Council this evening 

summarizing the Planning, Zoning, Public Grounds and Buildings Committee meeting held this 

evening at 6:30 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS/STREETS/SEWERS/DRAINAGE COMMITTEE-Mr. 

Henderson 

 

Mr. Henderson introduced and read Ordinance 16-71 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an 

agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation to conduct bridge inspections, and 

declaring an emergency, and moved for adoption. 
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There being no further discussion, Mr. Koomar called for a vote on the motion for adoption of 

Ordinance No. 16-71. 

 

Roll Call on Suspension of the Charter Rules: 

  Yeas- Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark, Henderson 

  Nays -None 

             Roll Call on Suspension of the Council Rules: 

                        Yeas –Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark, Henderson 

  Nays – None.  

 Roll Call on Use of the Emergency Clause: 

  Yeas- Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark, Henderson 

   Nays -None 

 Roll Call on Adoption: 

Yeas–Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Clark, Henderson 

   Nays–None.  

 

Mr. Koomar announced adoption of Ordinance No. 16-71, an emergency measure, by a vote of 

7-0. 

 

RECREATION AND PARK IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE – Mr. Mace 

 

Mr. Mace had no report this evening. 

 

SERVICES, UTILITIES & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE – Mr. Tadych 

 

Mr. Tadych introduced and read Ordinance 16-72 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an 

agreement with Bailey Communications to install new Cisco Switches, and declaring an 

emergency. 

 

Mr. Tadych noted that this has been an effort that has been going on for a few years.  Renee 

Mahoney, Director of Finance has informed Mr. Tadych that this project will be completed by 

the end of the year, and Mr. Tadych requested that the ordinance be placed on first reading this 

evening. 

 

Mr. Koomar announced that Ordinance 16-72 is placed on first reading. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Mayor Ebert advised that the SAFE agreement regulating air traffic was entered into in 1983 by 

the cities of Bay Village, Fairview Park, Rocky River, and Westlake.  He quoted from the 

agreement stating that it was entered into for environmental protection standards relative to the 

operation of Cleveland Hopkins International Airport, including, but not limited to reduction of 

over flights and noise pollution over the member cities.  Mr. Dave Mattingly was the attorney for 

the Council of Governments at that time.  Mr. Ebert met with Mr. Mattingly met last week 
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regarding this topic, and noted that this agreement is to be kept in mind to protect the citizens if 

there is a move to change the direction of flights from and to Cleveland Hopkins Airport.   

 

CAHOON MEMORIAL PARK TRUSTEES 

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________               __________________________ 

Paul A. Koomar, President of Council   Joan Kemper, Clerk of Council 


