
TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
Bay Village City Hall 

May 10, 2016 
 
 
Members Present:  Graham, Mahoney, Patzwahl, Shutt, Council Representative 

Tadych, City Representative Polinski 
 
 
Members Absent: Sattler 
 
Others Present: Tara Wendell (Green Team and Observer) 
 
 

Minutes –  Mr. Tadych made a motion to accept the minutes from April 12, 2016, as 
written.  Mr. Patzwahl seconded.  Minutes were accepted by all present. 
 
Guest Introduction:  Tara Wendell, Vice-President of the Green Team and 
representative from the Observer attended tonight’s meeting to report that the Green 
Team was discussing the possibility of donating some funds for tree planting.  She 
explained that anything decided would first have to be approved by the board.                   
Ms. Wendell explained that there were seven (7) board members and usually 15-20 
members attending the meetings, and a mailing list of 350.  They just received 501.3c 
(non-profit) status in March and are an independent organization.  
 

Arbor Day – Mr. Polinski reported that Arbor Day went well and included high school 
and middle school students.  There were six different class periods.  Each class planted 
red oak seedlings to take home.  There were 200 seedlings planted and a Proclamation 
was read by each class. 
 
The City assisted in planting 16 trees at the middle school with the school maintenance 
department in conjunction with the Arbor Day activities. 
 
The Arbor Day program is one of the required elements for “Tree City USA”.  It was 
suggested that maybe next year the City could go for the “Growth Award”.  Several 
suggestions were made, such as participating in Bay Days and having information on 
the Tree Planting Plan, information on planting trees, and having a list of “Grand and 
Glorious” tree locations.  Mr. Graham suggested including the Green Team in Arbor Day 
commemoration.  Members were asked to think about other ideas. 
 

The 2016 Street Tree Planting Program –  
 

Glenview School – Mr. Polinski checked with the school board on planting Burr Oak 
trees behind the school on the north side.  As of this meeting, he has not had a definite 
answer.  The school board thought some nice flowering trees would be nice; however, 
the planting spaces are for large trees.  Mrs. Shutt suggested planting medium sized 
trees instead of large.  A discussion followed and it was decided to wait until the school 
board responds and Mr. Julian comes back to the Tree Commission. 



 
Old Business  
 

Tree Inventory – Chairperson Mahoney asked if anything is going forward.  A lengthy 
discussion followed on different ways to get a tree inventory completed.  Chairperson 
Mahoney said he could he could check to see if a college could sponsor a county project.      
Mr. Graham suggested on finding a way to get the tree inventory done so that money can 
be raised for trees.  Mrs. Shutt suggested that step one should be obtaining funding for 
the software and tree inventory.  Without the tree inventory, the City has no idea what the 
number of current open planting spaces are available. 
 
In 1997 there were 7,791 planting sites.  Of those sites, 5,439 were filled.  Since 1998, 
there have been a total of 2,000 trees planted.  
 

There was also some discussion on the different cities’ tree ordinances regarding 
removals on private property.  Mr. Polinski read Westlake’s ordinance.  Mr. Tadych will 
request a copy of Westlake’s tree ordinance. 
 
 

New Business 
 

Bay Days – There was some discussion on having a display and information at Bay Days 
this year.  Mr. Patzwahl said that the Tree Commission, when first started, had a table 
at Bay Days with informative information for residents.  The Tree Commission also had 
a float in the homecoming parade.  A short discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
 

The next Tree Commission meeting will be June 14, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the conference 
room at City Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jackie Moore 

Jackie Moore, Secretary 


