
 
 

TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
Bay Village City Hall 

March 8, 2016 
 
 
Members Present:  Graham, Patzwahl, Shutt, Council Representative Tadych, 

City Representative Polinski 
 
Others Present: Quarick 
 
Members Absent: Chairperson Mahoney, Sattler 
 
 
 
Minutes - Mr. Tadych made a motion to accept the minutes from February 9, 2016, as 
written, and Mr. Patzwahl seconded.  Minutes were approved by all present. 
 
Planting Trees in Parks – Mr. Polinski introduced Mr. Quarick, leadman in charge of 
park maintenance and field preparation.  Discussion followed on planting trees in the 
parks, what would be good locations for planting, and suggestions for types of trees to 
plant.  Mr. Quarick brought up the idea of planting fruit trees.  There used to be stands 
of fruit trees years ago.   
 
Mr. Quarick explained that there are  three employees on the parks crew, and they 
maintain the City parks system which has 225 acres of grass to mow that takes 2.5 days 
to complete; there are 15 baseball fields to maintain, 4 volleyball courts, basketball courts 
and miscellaneous other equipment to maintain.  The crews use large mowers to cut the 
grass, but also use smaller mowers to get between trees. 
 
Discussion followed regarding benefits of fruit trees, and the maintenance costs for 
pruning, spraying, etc.  Mr. Polinski said that there are grants available for planting and 
educational opportunities.  Mr. Graham said he thought it would be good to have the 
school children involved with this type of project as part of an educational opportunity. 
 
Mr. Graham asked what about planting evergreens in some areas as screening and/or 
as a  windbreak.  Mr. Quarick said that would be good, especially near the ball diamonds. 
 
Bradley Road Park – Mr. Quarick said that trees could be planted in Bradley Road Park 
as long as they did not interfere with the soccer fields. 
 
Cahoon Park -  Mr. Quarick stated that a stand of fruit trees between the Recreation 
Department offices and City Hall would be a good location.  The area by the                  
Breyer Memorial area would also be a good location.  A walking path could be included 
through the stand of trees.   Behind the Dwyer Center, which was where the old parks 
garage was located, would be another area to plant some trees.  Mr. Tadych mentioned 
that in the future there may be a pedestrian bridge planned to allow movement from one 
side of the park to the other. 



 
Cahoon Park walking trail – Trees could be planted on the far east side, near the exercise 
equipment, which is wide open and there is plenty of sunshine. 
 
Community House – There used to be trees in the front of the Community House.  People 
who attend the band concerts usually end up sitting under the trees.  This would be 
another place where trees could be planted. 
 
Columbia Park -  Mr. Quarick stated that there was not much room at Columbia Park.  
Mr. Tadych mentioned that there is an area west of the creek that, if cleaned out, would 
make a nice area for trees, tables, etc.   A walking bridge would need to be installed to 
cross over the creek to have access to this area.  
 

East of Columbia Park would be a good area also for conifers between the park and the 
resident’s drive 
 
Reese Park (Clague Road) -  Mr. Quarick suggested planting a buffer between the 
baseball diamonds and the parking lot.  Mr. Polinski also suggested planting a couple of 
shade trees.  Mr. Tadych suggested planting trees on the east side of the park.                 
Mr. Quarick said it would be nice to complete the walking asphalt path to go around the 
ballfields.  A few benches may be installed overlooking the creek.   

 
Mr. Quarick suggested that members of the Tree Commission get together at a time and 
on a day convenient for everyone, such as a Saturday, and walk the City parks to get a 
better idea of the locations he suggested.  
 
Mr. Graham stated that maybe Mr. Quarick could come back another time, after 
members have a chance to think about what was discussed. 
 
Mr. Polinski would like to hear from members their ideas. He said the benefits of planting 
trees far outweighs the costs.  Trees are the only assets of the city that increase in value 
after they are planted.   
 
Tree Inventory - The last tree inventory was completed in 1997.  The company that did 
the inventory was ACRT, which stopped doing tree inventories in 1998.   Mr. Polinski 
reported on information he received from three companies that do tree inventories:  
Knowles (Tree Tracker program) from Akron; Bartlett (Arbor Pro program) from           
South Carolina, and Davey’s  (Tree Keeper program) is international.  The State of Ohio 
uses Davey’s.   
 
Mr. Polinski said that after meeting with the tree inventory companies, the approximate 
estimated cost would be approximately $50,000.00 for having a complete tree inventory 
done, cloud-based, and to have the capabilities to make additions/corrections/updates 
to the program in-house; Tree Commission members would have read-only access to 
the program.  Any company that does the inventory reported that it would take at least 
three weeks to do the entire City.  There is a possibility of obtaining grants.  Mr. Polinski 
stated that the City could get an inventory started at $25,000.00 over three years and 
build the inventory as funds are available.  A discussion followed regarding the options. 
 
Mr. Polinski will e-mail the information to members. 



 
Mr. Polinski stated that Bartlett, who handles the National Parks, parks in           
Washington D.C., and the interior of Central Park in New York, would like to attend a 
Tree Commission meeting between now and May and explain the various items that they 
can do in regards to a tree inventory.  

 
Finance Committee Update – Mr. Tadych reported that he was able to get $5,000.00 
in additional funds for purchasing trees.  The original budget for tree planting was 
$3,100.00.  The Finance Committee approved an additional $5,000.00, for a total of 
$8,100.00 for purchasing trees. 
 
Mr. Tadych explained that the total 2016 Budget for Trees is $192,800.00 plus the 
additional $5,000.00, for a total of $197,800.00 budgeted for the Tree Account, 100.320.  
Items included in this account are:  TREES-FULL-TIME WAGES; TREES-PART TIME/SEASONAL 

WAGES; TREE REMOVALS; TREE PLANTING PROGRAM; TRAINING AND SEMINARS; TRAVEL, 
MILEAGE, AND MEALS; MEMBERSHIP FEES; EQUIPMENT RENTAL; EQUIPMENT REPAIR AND 

MAINTENANCE; and OTHER miscellaneous expenses.   
 
There was a short discussion regarding the budget and what was included. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
The next Tree Commission meeting will be April 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the conference 
room at City Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jackie Moore 

Jackie Moore, Secretary 


