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                  City of Bay Village 

 
Council Minutes, Committee Session                                                              January 25, 2016 
Conference Room                           7:30 p.m. 
Paul Koomar, President of Council, Presiding 
 
Present:            Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lieske, Mace, Tadych, Vincent, Mayor Sutherland 
 
Also Present: Law Director Ebert, Finance Director Mahoney, Director of Public Service/Safety 
Director Thomas, Fire Chief Lyons, Director of Operation Landers, Human Resource Manager 
Jennifer Demaline  
 
AUDIENCE 

 
The following audience members signed in this evening: Russell Thompson, Lydia DeGeorge, 
Conda Boyd, Jerrie Barnett, Dick Majewski. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Sutherland advised that they are still waiting to hear about the results of the Master Plan 
grant application.  The grant application was due in October of 2015, and the results are 
supposed to be announced in early February. 
 
Mr. Koomar asked if there is any update on the survey results.  Mayor Sutherland stated that she 
talked with Glenn Coyne from the Cuyahoga County Planning Commission today and they are 
putting final touches on the details in the report.  Mr. Coyne will do a presentation on February 
8, 2016 at the City Council meeting.  Mr. Coyne and his staff, who compiled all of the data, will 
do a Power Point presentation at the meeting of February 8, and hopefully there will be website 
postings. 
 
Mrs. Lieske asked about the Master Plan grant application and what that would cover.  Mayor 
Sutherland stated that the grant would basically pay for everything.  Mrs. Lieske stated that there 
was discussion about other things, prior.  Mayor Sutherland stated that the City paid $16,000 for 
the survey.  The Master Plan is estimated to cost approximately $55,000.  It would probably be 
an 18 month process, with several public meetings.  They basically do a community vision and a 
committee is established consisting of a variety of members such as the Planning Commission 
members. 
 
Mrs. Lieske asked how many grant applications from various cities have been filed.  The Mayor 
stated that they do not share that information.  The last go-around they only funded cities that 
had never done a Master Plan.  Now, you can apply if you haven’t done one in ten years.  It is 
hoped that taking the step of the survey will help with the application.  
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PLANNING, ZONING, PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

 

Chapter 1158 – Attached Residence District – Memorandum from City Planning Commission dated 
January 21, 2016 
 

Mr. Koomar stated that he spoke with Mrs. Lieske about the Planning Commission meeting 
held recently, and a memorandum has been received from the Planning Commission in regard to 
their comments on Chapter 1158.   
 
Mrs. Lieske stated that the Planning Commission would recommend an updated Master Plan if 
we are going to reference a Master Plan in the legislation and there is interest in the survey 
results. 
 
Mr. Koomar stated that more details will be available after the minutes of the Planning 
Commission meeting are approved. 
 
Mr. Henderson stated that he appreciated receiving the memorandum, noting that it was a nice 
summary of the meeting and very helpful. 
 
Mrs. Lieske stated that the review has been one of the most enjoyable things she has ever been a 
part of.  The amount of professionalism on the part of all the Planning Commission members 
going through this discussion and going back and forth was very respectful, as they tried to come 
up with something that everybody could support.  The tone of the discussion and what people 
brought to the table was noteworthy.  Former Planning Commission Chairman Bela Persanyi and 
former Planning Commission member Dick Majewski came to the January 20 meeting of the 
Planning Commission, as well as a few members of Council and residents including Conda 
Boyd.  Mrs. Lieske offered appreciation to everyone who participated. 
 

ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 
 

Mr. Vincent called upon Fire Chief Lyons to discuss the grant application for breathing 
apparatus.  Chief Lyons advised that the SCBA Air Packs that the firefighters wear to deal with 
smoke and fire is recommended to be replaced every ten years.  The equipment of the Bay 
Village Fire Department dates back to 2003 and there has been moderate success over the past 
several years to obtain federal funds to assist with the purchase of this type of equipment. The 
grant is a 95%/5% match for the $219,000 project cost, with the City’s share to be about 
$10,000.  The official announcement will come from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency in six to eight months. 
 
Mr. Henderson complimented the Fire Chief on the work to submit the application and noted that 
these type of efforts help the people of Bay Village save money.   
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PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, STREETS, SEWERS AND DRAINAGE COMMITTEE 

 

Mr. Henderson reviewed the discussion held at the meeting of the Public Improvements, 
Streets, Sewers and Drainage Committee held at 6 p.m. this evening.  The committee covered 
Bruce/Russell/Douglas Roads issues and spoke through three options that Public Service/Safety 
Director Thomas and CT Consultants engineer Bob Greytak had prepared for the committee.  
The Public Improvements Committee will continue through that process next week as well as 
continuing discussion and extending the scope through a broader range of issues through the 
five-year capital plan.  The meeting was productive and the information reviewed very helpful. 
 

FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

 

Tennis Court Maintenance Fund 
 
Mr. Clark stated that a former Bay resident of the City of Bay Village and a former Bay High 
tennis star reached out to the City, showing an interest in providing some funding for the upkeep 
of the tennis courts in Bay Village.  Finance Director Mahoney stated that the purpose of the 
ordinance to be considered this evening is a Special Revenue Fund, designed for a specific 
purpose.  With Council’s approval, the fund will be established and the information sent to the 
state for approval of the fund.  Monies will not be accepted until the fund is established.  The 
fund will be for maintenance of tennis courts throughout the City, and the purchase of coatings, 
nets, and windscreens to make the courts more enjoyable. 
 
City Employees’ Health and Hospitalization Insurance Contract – The Jefferson Group 
 
Finance Director Mahoney stated that one of the purposes of going with The Jefferson Group is 
that their administration fee and stop loss insurance together are lower than Medical Mutual, who 
was the prior third party administrator.  One of the good reasons to go with The Jefferson Group 
is to have a ten month contract and get the City back on a calendar year basis.   
 
The ordinance will be placed on first reading this evening, with adoption expected on February 
1, 2015. 
 

RECREATION AND PARKS IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

Mr. Mace had no report this evening. 
 
SERVICES, UTILITIES AND EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

Mr. Tadych had no report this evening. 
 

AUDIENCE 

 

Conda Boyd stated that she got a survey from the library a couple of weeks ago about a possible 
new facility.  Ms. Boyd asked Mr. Koomar if he had any information concerning this possibility. 
 



Committee Meeting of Council 
January 25, 2016 
 

4 

Mr. Koomar stated that he hasn’t seen the survey.  There has been discussion over the years 
regarding whether the Bay Village Library is outdated, but that is the extent of his knowledge.  
Mr. Koomar stated that he has not been contacted by the library with any details. 
 
CAHOON MEMORIAL PARK TRUSTEES 

 

Approval of Winterfest at Play-in-Bay on Saturday, February 6, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. hosted by 
the Bay Village Foundation with any raffle tickets being sold outside Cahoon Memorial Park 
property (City Hall Parking Lot) 
 
Mayor Sutherland stated that there is a group supported by the Pre-School PTA Organization 
that is planning a Winterfest in order to raise money for Play-in-Bay.  An email was received 
from Eileen Vernon, who is handling this from the Village Foundation, and they have already 
raised $46,000.  This event is another segment of that fund raising effort and will include games 
and the sale of hot chocolate and cookies.  The event will be held on Saturday, February 6 from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. at Play-in-Bay and Kiddie Kollege.  Raffle tickets will be sold on the sidewalk 
nearby, but not in Cahoon Memorial Park.   
 
There being no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Paul Koomar, President of Council    Joan Kemper, Clerk of Council 
    
 
 


