
1 
 

                  City of Bay Village 

 
Council Minutes, Committee Session                                                              May 11, 2015 
Conference Room                           7:30 p.m. 
Paul Koomar, President of Council, Presiding 
 
Present:               Clark, Henderson, Koomar, Lee, Lieske, Tadych, Vincent, Acting Mayor Ebert 
 
Not Present:     Mayor Sutherland 
 
Also Present: Finance Director Mahoney, Safety/Service Director Thomas, Director of 

Operation Landers 
 

AUDIENCE 

 

The following members of the audience signed in this evening:  Walter VanTilburg, Jeff 
Gallatin, Tara Wendell, Nancy Brown. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Bay High School Baccalaureate Services 
 
Mr. Koomar stated that the Bay High School Baccalaureate Services will be held on May 31, 2015 
at Bay Presbyterian Church at 3 p.m.  Last year the ceremony was very well attended with an 
overflow crowd.  The students are involved in the readings and musical presentations.  The program 
covered is designed by an art student.  The entire event is student-led. 
 
Mr. Clark stated that there has been discussion with the President of Council about finding an 
appropriate time to recognize those achievers at the high school, such as State Swimming Champion 
Trevor Lake and Football Coach Run Rutt.  Mr. Clark encouraged that this be done prior to Council 
recess.  Mr. Ebert will make the necessary connections with the possibility of recognition in June, 
other than on June 1, 2015 since that is the night of commencement at the High School. 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  

 

ENVIRONMENT, SAFETY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE-Lee 

 

Mutual Aid/Fire Department 
 
Mr. Koomar called upon Safety/Service Director Scott Thomas for his comments.  Mr. Thomas 
stated that they are putting together information with the other Fire Departments to get their 
specific numbers.  Mr. Koomar noted that it is more of a safety issue.  Bay Village is pulled 
away more often than not, and does that cause a shortage for Bay Village.   
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Mrs. Lieske asked if there is basic information as to what basic type of situation it is that we 
either received or gave mutual aid.  Mr. Thomas stated that most of the calls involve 
approximately 45 minutes out of the City.  Mr. Thomas will gather all of that information for a 
better understanding of the nature of this aid. 
 
Mr. Lee noted from the most recent report provided to Council that most of the deficits were due 
to aid to Westlake and Rocky River.  He questioned whether this same pattern repeats year after 
year.  Mr. Thomas stated that when you have adjoining cities you are going to get that kind of 
unevenness.  These are some of the specific questions that will be asked in exploring the historic 
data. 
 
Mrs. Lieske stated that since the City of Bay Village does not have jurisdiction with Interstate-
90, she is curious if any of the instances have to do with things happening on the interstate.  Mr. 
Thomas stated that they may have some relation to Interstate-90. 
 
Mr. Koomar stated that we have no way of knowing whether North Olmsted, North Ridgeville, 
or Fairview Park are pulling away from Westlake and Rocky River, causing the need for aid to 
Westlake and Rocky River from Bay Village.  Mr. Thomas stated that it does increase the 
domino effect.  It takes time to find out all that information.  Mr. Koomar stated that the concern 
is as Westlake continues to grow with the addition of American Greetings, more restaurants and 
the hotel, the daytime population would increase, and would there be a need for Westlake to 
increase their numbers. 
 
Mr. Clark asked if there is any update on the matter of the proposed civilian dispatch.  He asked 
if there is any update on bringing closure to that issue.  Mr. Lee stated that he has not received 
any feedback from the Police Chief.  Mr. Ebert stated that the Police Chief will be present at the 
May 18 Council meeting. 
 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, STREETS/SEWERS/DRAINAGE COMMITTEE-Tadych 

 

Update on enactment of Chapter 916 – Foundation Drain Disconnection 
 
Mr. Tadych stated that a memorandum dated May 11, 2015 from Scott Thomas, Safety-Service 
Director regarding an update on the Foundation Drain Disconnections was received this evening 
by Council. 
 
Mr. Thomas’ memorandum stated that over the past few weeks they have been listening to 
resident concerns in regards to Chapter 916, Foundation Drain Disconnections.  The 
administrative team, in conjunction with the City engineer, have been reviewing all options.  Mr. 
Thomas stated that during the review it came to him that they were talking about depths and 
looking traditionally across the county at sump pumps since that is usually the method that is 
being used in most jurisdictions.  In reviewing this, Mr. Thomas saw that there were some areas 
on Bruce, Russell, Douglas that actually could be fed, possibly, with gravity fed pipe.  If you 
look at that, that could actually be a lower cost.  The City will continue to camera the storm 
sewer in the Bruce, Russell, Douglas area until all homes have been televised.  Once that is done, 
they will confer with the City engineer in regards to an updated strategy to address the 
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foundation drains.  This process may take two months and may include using a couple of homes 
as test sites.  Once all this information is gathered, they will confer with Council and the Bruce, 
Russell, Douglas area on the findings.  The US EPA totally understands the review that is being 
done.  They like the fact that Council has taken the step to have the first reading on the 
enactment of Chapter 916.  It shows commitment by the City.  They will schedule a site visit 
later this summer.  Once all the information is gathered concerning the gravity-fed system, the 
Sewer Department will move forward with doing some of those with their own crews to find a 
cost that they can verify. 
 
Mr. Lee asked if the gravity-fed means that the line through the front yard would have to be re-
run.  Mr. Thomas stated that this is correct, but it is only a storm line.  All that would be paid for 
would be pipe.  What makes this feasible is that at one time these pipes were used for sanitary 
and storm lines prior to a new sanitary line being brought in.  Some of these lines turned into a 
storm line, which means their depth was low enough that gravity can bring the water from the 
foundation.  We have to take a look at the lowest foundation point compared to the drop pattern 
of the storm line.  Those that will qualify will receive a new lateral dropped into the storm line.  
The distance will depend on the front yards, but pipe is a lot cheaper than the other system.  They 
will also be working with local plumbers to plug the area where it ties into the sanitary line, and 
put the drain directly into a lateral line.   
 
Mr. Clark commented that he likes the idea of the test sites before going forward completely 
because it shows commitment and it also shows the residents we are taking some movement 
forward.  Mr. Thomas noted that the 21 homes that were re-tested for downspouts include some 
that failed because they had obvious growth of roots into the system.  The City will re-check 
those and work with the residents to determine if they have to be cleaned out.  Some of the older 
homes have a trap system underneath the house into the storm lines.  Sometimes that trap leaks 
and goes directly down into the foundation.  Some of those things will have to be checked to 
eliminate some of those problems. 
 
Mr. Koomar advised that he received emails from residents regarding other cities doing 
downspout rerouting programs.  One of them is in Boston, where they get a lot of snow and rain.  
Mr. Greytak had cited St. Louis and other areas.  Any information that Council receives will be 
forwarded to Scott Thomas for forwarding to Mr. Greytak. 
 
FINANCE & CLAIMS COMMITTEE – Clark 

 

Certification of assessments to the County Auditor for placement on the property owners’ tax 
duplicates for grass cutting, unpaid sewer rental charges, refuse collection charges, sidewalk 
repair and construction, and tree removal. 
 
Mr. Clark called upon Finance Director Mahoney for comments.  Mrs. Mahoney advised that 
every year, whatever is unpaid as of August 31, 2015 is certified to the County Fiscal Officer for 
an attachment to the property owners’ property tax duplicate.  The certifications must be given to 
the County Fiscal Officer by the second Monday in September.  These charges will be reflected 
on the January, 2016 and July, 2016 tax bills.  These charges will remain on the tax bills until 
they are paid.  The county adds an administration fee, and the City adds an administration fee.  
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At the request of Mr. Clark, Mrs. Mahoney will provide the total amount to be sent to the Fiscal 
Officer. 
 
Mr. Lee stated that each of the proposed resolutions reference a list of properties in the office of 
the Finance Director.  Is the list available now, or is it still being compiled until August 31, 2015.  
Mrs. Mahoney stated that the lists will remain in process until August 31, 2015.   
 
Mr. Koomar stated that the resolutions certifying the unpaid charges will be placed on the May 
18, 2015 agenda for the Regular meeting of Council.  Mrs. Mahoney will provide the amounts 
for last year that were certified, and where it stands at this time.  An additional quarterly sewer 
payment is to be included in the August 31 list if unpaid at that time. 
 
Mr. Lee asked if the residents get notified that if they do not clear up their accounts by August 31 
the costs will be certified to the County Fiscal Officer.  Mrs. Mahoney stated that she does not 
send out notices, but it is noted on the sewer/refuse bill that the account is past due.  For the grass 
cutting and tree removal charges, when the statement of billing is sent the notification that fees 
not paid will be added to the tax duplicate is included.  Mr. Lee asked if the residents realize 
there are administration fees.  Mrs. Mahoney stated that for each unpaid tax bill a $10.00 late fee 
is charged, totaling a $40.00 late fee for the year. 
 
Mrs. Lieske noted that the Resolution for the grass cutting charges stated “grass cutting and 
cleaning charges.”  The other unpaid items to be certified do not include cleaning.  Mrs. 
Mahoney stated that sometimes in the grass cutting areas we are cleaning the clippings or brush. 
 
Mr. Tadych stated that the resolutions used to be provided with the list of property owners 
attached.  Mr. Ebert stated that this information is given only for sidewalk repair or replacement. 
 
Mr. Clark asked how all of these charges tie into Fund 245 that was recently established.  Mrs. 
Mahoney stated that it ties in exactly.  The itemization of that unpaid charge ties into Fund 245.  
When the County reimburses the City it is broken out into the proper category. 
 
Mr. Koomar noted that the resolutions are passed prior to recess since the first Monday in 
September is Labor Day.  Council reconvenes the second Monday of September.  It easier to 
have the resolutions ready prior to recess.  Mrs. Mahoney will provide the information regarding 
the total dollar amounts certified that first meeting of Council in September. 
 
Regarding the Foundation Drain Disconnections, Mr. Koomar asked Mr. Thomas if he is still 
considering a letter to notify the residents of the Bruce, Russell, Douglas area that they are in the 
process of doing additional testing.  Mr. Thomas will send out that notification.  Mr. Koomar 
stated that some residents are being proactive and moving forward.  He would like to make sure 
the residents are notified so that they do not move ahead with the sump pump method prior to the 
new information being received.  Mr. Thomas stated that nine homeowners contacted American 
Plumbing to proceed the work.  The City contacted American Plumbing and asked them to verify 
that those residents needed a sump pump based on rise before they did any work.  American 
Plumbing Company agreed.  Mr. Koomar noted that a lot of outdoor sump pump work was done 
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in the Westwinds Development in Avon Lake and many of those residents are now converting to 
an indoor system due to experiencing problems in the winter. 
 
Mr. Tadych asked if the notifications will be tacked on the doors or mailed.  Mr. Thomas stated 
that they can do either/or.  Mr. Tadych suggested a letter that is mailed. 
 
Mr. Koomar asked if it is possible to send letters to residents that are in compliance so that they 
know that they do not need to be concerned. 
 
PLANNING, ZONING & PUBLIC GROUNDS & BUILDINGS COMMITTEE-Lieske 

 

Mrs. Lieske had no report this evening. 
 

RECREATION & PARK IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE-Henderson 

 

Mr. Henderson reported being contacted by Patrick McGannon with an interest in bringing an 
idea, along with people from the Boy Scouts, to the Cahoon Memorial Park Trustees involving 
primitive camp sites available for people to camp out at night.  Mr. Ebert stated he will look into 
Cahoon Memorial Park trust issues.  Mr. McGannon and the people from the Boy Scouts will 
speak to the trustees about their idea in the near future. 
 
Mr. Koomar stated that we always want to be open to new ideas, but for years because of 
vandalism restrooms are locked at night.  The question is whether the Metroparks would be a 
better spot with restrooms open in the summer.  Mr. Ebert will provide more information for 
Council.  
 

SERVICES, UTILITIES & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE-Vincent 

 

Mr. Vincent advised that he forwarded an email from a resident to Mr. Thomas and Mr. Ebert 
regarding the possibility of a handicap parking spot next to the U.S. Post Office.  Mr. Thomas spoke 
to the resident and has moved forward with providing a spot on the street for handicap parking.  Mr. 
Vincent thanked Mr. Thomas for his prompt response and work in this regard. 
 
Mr. Lee asked if we know the timeline for the next communication regarding the gas aggregation 
issue.  Mr. Ebert stated that the representative from NOPEC will be attending the next Council 
meeting.  Mr. Tadych noted that there was supposed to be some notification prior to the election.  
Mr. Ebert stated that he received one call from a resident who was opposed based on her belief that 
there will be another substation built in Avon Lake which will cause more deer to come into Bay 
Village. 
 
Mr. Clark stated that officials from Avon Lake had discussed a ten-year plan for deer culling at the 
Walker Road Park Ad Hoc Committee meeting last month.  There needs to be a recommendation to 
the State of Ohio by the end of July.  It is incumbent upon the Bay Village Council to discuss the 
topic further prior to Council recess.  If there is going to be a policy established there must be an 
agreement between the administration and Council.   Mr. Koomar stated that Police Chief Spaetzel 
had asked for time, possibly to Memorial Day, to meet with the Police Chief of Avon Lake 
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regarding the securing of the Walker Road Park for culling purposes.  Chief Spaetzel stated he 
would get back to Council in June.  In talking with the Mayor, Mr. Koomar noted, the idea is to 
have this on the agenda in June and entertain any action necessary by Council or for the 
administration to proceed operationally. 
 
Mr. Tadych stated that the statement of Avon Lake officials that they wanted Bay Village officials 
to let them know by mid-June was only so they could put a reply in their report.  Certainly their 
saying they attended a meeting with the Bay officials and they were well received in that report 
would be a start.  It doesn’t need to be put into place immediately. 
 
Mr. Clark stated that the Avon Lake officials spoke of December 1 as the optimal season to start 
culling.  We would certainly want plenty of lead time in terms of letting residents know. 
 
Mr. Henderson stated that he wants to make sure that the concerns of the residents in Ward 4 who 
live along Walker Road Park are respected.  Before any action is taken it would be smart for the 
City Council to have a public meeting for everyone to explain their positions.  Especially, after the 
Chief of Police has had a chance to talk to the Chief of Police in Avon Lake, he can lay out what he 
would perceive to be the safety plan, which is everyone’s top concern.   
 
Mr. Clark suggested those interested, the Council and the administration, actually walk the grounds 
before we even take culling under consideration.  Mr. Lee noted that it was said at the meeting that 
the optimal place for culling would be the western side of the park.    
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Mr. Koomar advised that he is looking at Best Practices of other cities.  The administration is 
providing document requests for agenda consideration.  The cut-off for Council packets usually 
falls anywhere between Thursday morning and Thursday afternoon.  Last week we started doing 
a soft cut-off around 4 p.m. on Thursday.  This will prevent a late request on Friday evenings.  
By providing that cut-off early everything can be finished by Friday morning and the agenda 
issued.  Then, if there is a question it can be answered on Friday and the communication 
improved.   
 
Mr. Clark noted that he has received a lot of positive feedback from residents on the paving 
projects on the extension of Wolf Road and Walmar.  Mr. Thomas stated that the Walmar project 
has been challenging.  The soil conditions are not good.  The contractor had to dig down three 
extra feet and install a drain pipe running the entire north/south area on the western lane tied into 
the catch basin.  To the side of that they had to dig down two extra feet and bring in sandstone.  
A plastic fabric was installed to keep the rock from sinking farther and to stabilize the soil.  More 
gravel was placed on top of that.  Finally today they put up forms and the westbound lanes 
should be poured on Tuesday, May 12.  Next week they will move forward to the east side of 
Walmar.  It is hoped that they won’t have to stabilize as much on that side because a sanitary 
sewer line was installed there.  That will be used partially as a drain area for water so it will 
actually follow that line.  We will also use it to go onto the west side where drain tile was 
installed.   
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As soon as they are done with the concrete repair, which will be the rising of the manholes and 
curb areas, they will come back in and do the second coat of Lincolnshire and Humiston.  The 
entire cul-de-sac of Lincolnshire is gone.  The crews have replaced it with concrete which is 
ready for the second layer.   
 
Mr. Lee commented favorably about the area of Wolf Road that was repaved from Sutcliffe to 
the Nature Center.   He asked what can be done to get the County to do the remainder of Wolf 
Road because now it shows how bad the stretch west to the High School area is.  The heaving 
hasn’t settled.  Mr. Thomas stated that it will not settle more at this point.  The City crews are 
going to start going through and doing joint repair work and filling in with asphalt in those areas 
all along Wolf Road.  This year the County gave the City of Bay Village $20,000 which went 
toward that part of Wolf Road that has been repaved. 
 
Mr. Clark asked the total cost for that portion of Wolf Road, from Sutcliffe to the Nature Center 
that was done.  Mr. Thomas stated that the cost was $56,000 and did not include curb 
replacement and manhole adjustment.  Mr. Koomar noted that you do get a lot of positive 
comments, but his concern is we start patch working pieces of Wolf Road, and you will have 
Wolf Road done in 8 different pieces.  He complimented the approach of doing the joints and 
letting the County see, and continuing to apply leverage.  Mr. Lee stated that if we keep patching 
it to the extent that it doesn’t grade for their purposes is his concern.  Mr. Tadych stated that the 
section that was done was in poor condition.  The material that they placed below the road was 
popping up.  Some in Ward 1 is doing the same thing.  Mr. Koomar stated that some sections are 
marked for actual cut-outs and repairs and sometimes to the heaving question we have been able 
to grind it down to be flatter.  Mr. Thomas stated they dig down and replace the whole concrete 
base, fill it with concrete and put asphalt on top of it to take away the uplifting.  When they 
spend that amount of time on it, it preserves that part for a long time.  Mr. Clark stated that the 
other side of the debate is that the County is strapped right now in terms of any capacity, given 
what is going on with the Hilton and the downtown renovations. The fact they have given us 
$20,000, we could be ad infinitum with the County.  Since Wolf is such a main drive through, we 
do have money in Infrastructure Improvement.  We have to be prudent about whether we use 
resources in an area like that which is really choppy, such as in front of the high school.  Mr. 
Koomar stated that it is a County road, and they have always paid 100%.  Possibly we could 
contribute the engineering, but it is a better deal for residents than the Federal roads which are an 
80%/20% split.  Mr. Koomar asked if their calculation would move us up on the project list if we 
were to say we would do 10% of all of Wolf Road.  We have always prided ourselves in having 
the best roads in the west shore.  As much as I think the County should come in and repair it, we 
do have some funds if that would sweeten the deal given their financial condition.  Mr. Clark 
suggested speaking with Dave Greenspan, County Council Representative.   
 
Mr. Koomar asked the timeline for the crack ceiling of roads in the City.  Mr. Thomas stated that 
they would like to do more of that this year.  It is imperative that all larger roads have cracks 
sealed the following year.  That will give us longevity.  With all the money we spend on roads, 
we have to crack seal.  In areas that we want to extend longevity, if we can actually tar those 
areas it would give us a couple more years.  Mr. Koomar stated that would give an older road 
like Lake Road that gets so much usage a lot more longevity.  Mr. Thomas stated that depending 
on how much money is left in the road project, they were hoping to subcontract some, and do 
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some work ourselves to get more roads done.  Depending on the Walmar Road project taking 
funds away from the roads project, that is the plan. 
 
Mr. Tadych asked what is going on with the sewer drains on the new part of Lake Road that was 
paved last time.  Mr. Thomas stated that some of them will have to be replaced.  They sunk after 
they were repaired the first time. 
 
Mr. Lee stated that he has also heard comments about cracking in that new pavement area of 
Lake Road that was done in 2013.  Mr. Thomas stated that the area will be tar sealed.   
 
Mr. Thomas submitted a new map for Project Pedal that will be entertained by the Trustees for 
approval this evening.  The new map was submitted due to a revision necessary because of the 
planned resurfacing of the High School parking lot. 
 
Mr. Henderson stated that he has received a number of telephone calls, emails and letters about 
the dog attack on Pellett Drive that occurred late last month.  The Chief of Police has been very 
good about responding.  Mr. Ebert stated that Chief Spaetzel was scheduled to meet with the 
homeowners today.  Mr. Henderson stated that he wants to make sure that everyone on Council 
knows that the attack occurred.  There have been some people who have indicated that there may 
be opportunities to change the ordinances. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________    __________________________ 
Paul Koomar, President of Council     Joan Kemper, Clerk of Council 
 
 


