
 
 
 

TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
Bay Village City Hall 

February 10, 2015 
 

 
 

Members Present: Mahoney, Patzwahl, Pim, Shutt, City Representative Polinski, 
Council Representative Tadych 

 
Members Not Present:  Graham 
 

Others Present: Residents Chris Fleig and Kerstin Topp 
 
 

The Tree Commission meeting began at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room at City Hall.  
 
Mr. Patzwahl welcomed new Tree Commission member Mr. Mahoney.  Mr. Mahoney said 
he and his family moved to Bay Village in September, and he was looking forward to 
serving on the Tree Commission.  His background is in the landscape and horticulture 
industry and he was a Certified Arborist for many years.   
 

Mr. Patwahl welcomed the guests attending tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Patzwahl asked the 
guests to introduce themselves and asked if there was a specific reason they were 
attending tonight’s meeting. Mrs. Topp and Mrs. Fleig said they wanted to see what the                   
Tree Commission was all about and were interested in attending future meetings.   
 

Mrs. Fleig lost four Ash trees and wanted to know about diversification of trees in her 
neighborhood (Osborn-between Cahoon and Bassett).  Mr. Polinski explained that the 
diversification of trees includes the entire City and is not done by city blocks.  He explained 
the Master Street Tree Planting Plan, which needs to be updated to replace the Ash trees 
with another species.  The City of Bay Village removed approximately 220 Ash trees.  
 
Minutes of January 13, 2015 - The minutes from January 13, 2015, were reviewed.        
Mr. Tadych made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Patzwahl seconded. 
The minutes were approved as written. 
 
Newspaper Article Update – There was a short discussion on the two articles.               
Mrs. Shutt will tweak the first two articles.  Mr. Tadych recommended sending the first 
article to the Westlife and Sun News, along with the Observer.  The second article will be 
submitted at a later date.  Members were asked to bring articles/notes for the next meeting 
for future articles, such as information for residents on planting or Arbor Day. 
 



 
Large Tree Selection for Ash Replacements – Members discussed choices for the Ash 
tree replacements.  The final suggestions for replacing the Ash tree were Tupelo, Ginko, 
European Hornbeam, Single Heritage River Birch, Sweetgum, and Sycamore.                  
Mr. Polinski will check on the six varieties and will report back to the Tree Commission at 
the next meeting.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

Tree Commission Logo – Mrs. Shutt showed everyone the final copies of the logo; one in 
color and two in black and white.  Mrs. Shutt made a motion to try the new logo and it was 
seconded by Mr. Patzwahl.  All members present voted to use the new logo.      
 

Mrs. Shutt will forward copies of the logo to the secretary.  She will also send everyone 
copies of the Tree Planting form and the Cahoon Memorial Tree Planting form with the 
revisions and new logo. She will send the two forms to Mr. Tadych to present to the City 
for approval. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Polinski reported that Mr. Siewert will be coming out to do some site indexing for the 
City in the next few weeks for a project he is working on.  Mr. Polinski will let everyone 
know when he is coming if anyone would like to meet with him. 
 
Annual Report  - Mr. Patzwahl stated that in the Tree Commission Ordinance, a yearly 
report was due by January 30, 2015.  Mr. Tadych said if an annual report could be done, 
he would submit it to Council. 
 

Chairperson for 2015 – Mr. Patwahl reported that the ordinance also said a new 
chairperson should be elected before January 1.  Therefore, Mr. Patzwahl wanted to know 
if members wanted to vote for a new chairperson for this year.  He said he was willing to 
continue on unless someone else wanted to take over the position.  A motion was made 
to have Mr. Patzwahl continue as chairperson of the Tree Commission for 2015. 
 
In closing, Mr. Patzwahl addressed the visitors at tonight’s meeting and said that they are 
welcome to attend Tree Commission meetings. Tree Commission meets the second 
Tuesday of each month and all the meetings are open to the public.  If anyone has 
concerns or wishes to participate on any issues, they are welcome to do so at the 
meetings. 
 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.  The next 
Tree Commission will be held March 10, 2015. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jackie Moore  

Jackie Moore, Secretary 


